Considering elderly competence when consenting to treatment.
The older adult population is growing rapidly with various comorbidities for health care providers to consider. Additional treatments and procedures are often implemented to care for the aging adults with comorbidities. Informed consent is involved with any invasive procedure or treatment and requires a cognizant patient who can give verbal or written consent, often a challenge for caregivers of the elderly. This article provides examples of assessment tools to utilize while assessing the older adults. Increased awareness of the available options to aid in determining cognitive function of the older adults is paramount when obtaining informed consent.